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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the sensitivity of a solid-state 
image pickup element, to reduce smear and a dark current, to decrease 
image defects, and to suppress stain finish unevenness and a fiare as a 
dummy signal. 

SOLUTION: The top surface of a photodetector 4 corresponding to an 
opening formed in the top surface of a silicon substrate 1 is exposed below 
an opening 11 of a light shield film 10 which corresponds to each 
photodetector 4, and a silicon nitride film 20 is formed on the light shield ~ 
film 10 while directly covering the top surface of each photodetector 4 
exposed in each opening 11. 
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